ADD-VENTURE IN LEARNING NEWSLETTER - JANUARY 2026

We start this Newsletter with a sad announcement that our Chairman’s partner, David Shearer has passed away. David had been ill in hospital for some time but was able to come home for Christmas and he died at home with Janet by his side. Many of you will have met David on Study Breaks and will remember him for his cheerfulness and love of life and always ready to crack a joke. Our condolences go to Janet. 

We now have information on two Study Breaks planned for this year: 

GREAT YARMOUTH STUDY BREAK – 20th-24th April 2026.
4 nights at the Palm Court Hotel, Great Yarmouth. 
We will be staying at this small Victorian sea front hotel, which has been fully modernised and has a heated swimming pool. We will be booked for breakfast and evening meal. No lunches will be provided but Yarmouth has numerous places for lunch while we are out and about. 

We will be exploring Yarmouth’s heritage quarter, and learning about the fishing industry with a guided walk and museum visit. We will have an opportunity to go on board a 1930s herring trawler and visit the charming almshouse for “decayed” fishermen. There will also be a coach trip into the Norfolk countryside with a morning boat trip on the River Bure and a visit to a remote Roman fort. There should be some free time to enjoy this traditional seaside resort with its two piers and many attractions. There will be some walking involved in the programme but nothing too strenuous. 

There will be an evening talk by Professor Claire Jowitt on the “Secrets of the Gloucester, a seventeenth century Royal warship”. 
COST:
Double Shared Room – Visually Impaired - £354.00 Guides- £294.00 per person. 
Single Room – Visually Impaired – £480.00 Guides – £358.00. 
Final Payment must be made by Monday 9th March 2026. 

THE ROLE OF CAMBRIDGE IN THE EVOLUTION OF NATURE CONSERVATION – 14th-18th SEPTEMBER 2026 –
lead by Jessica Finch assisted by Karen Colebourn. 
The accommodation includes bed, breakfast and evening meal. There are 2 double-bedded en suite rooms, 4 single rooms with shared bathroom and the rest are single en suite. The price is to be confirmed.
 
During this course we will stay in the heart of this ancient university city in St Catherine’s, one of the old colleges. We will explore the city on foot and punt, visiting a wonderful sculpture of the young Darwin, the Zoology and other museums, the Botanic Garden and do a Bat Safari along the Cam. As well as being an internationally important academic centre, the city is a vibrant and fun place. 

We will find special places to buy lunch each day. We will take one day away from the city to visit nearby Wicken Fen, a great example of nature conservation in action. 
Please come prepared for walks of up to one mile in the city, which is flat and well-paved. 
CRAFT BREAK
The Committee are looking at the possibility of staying at a Craft Hotel in Devon where there are also sport facilities such as archery, curling, darts, available. The crafts available are pottery, jewellery and glass beads. We may also investigate pottery elsewhere. 
If anyone is interested in a craft-type course please contact the Secretary, Barbara Rickitt on 01460 281226 or email mrickitt@hotmail.com. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

To book on any of our Study Breaks please phone or text Isobell Phillips on 07731 867931 or email phillipsisobell@yahoo.ie. 

A £50 non-refundable deposit is required at the time of booking and full payment must be made 6 weeks prior to the Study Break (unless stated otherwise). 
Cheques should be made payable to Add-venture in Learning and sent to Isobell Phillips at 
2 Holly Drive 
Pen-y-ffordd 
CHESTER CH4 0NE. 
OR by BACS to Lloyds Bank, sort code 30-00-01 account number 02904643 with a reference stating the Study Break concerned. Please let Isobell know that you are paying by BACS. 

~~~~~~~~~~~

COMMITTEE CONTACT DETAILS:

Chair: Janet Whapples 07746 712705 jlwhapples@me.com 
Secretary: Barbara Rickitt 01460 281226 mrickitt@hotmail.com 
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