ADD-VENTURE IN LEARNING NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER 2025
Here is the Autumn Add-venture in Learning newsletter with news of the upcoming AGM, a planned Study Break for 2026 and a report on the very successful Study Break held in Nottingham.
[bookmark: _GoBack]First of all we would like to offer our condolences to Karen Colebourne whose husband died earlier in the year.  Karen has organised some marvellous study breaks in the past and we hope she will return in the future.
Now for information on the first study break of 2026:
GREAT YARMOUTH STUDY BREAK – 20th-24th April 2026.
4 nights at the Palm Court Hotel, Great Yarmouth.
We will be staying at this small Victorian sea front hotel, which has been fully modernised and has a heated swimming pool.  We will be booked for breakfast and evening meal.  No lunches will be provided but Yarmouth has numerous places for lunch while we are out and about.
We will be exploring Yarmouth’s heritage quarter, and learning about the fishing industry with a guided walk and museum visit.  We will have an opportunity to go on board a 1930s herring trawler and visit the charming almshouse for “decayed” fishermen.  There will also be a coach trip into the Norfolk countryside with a morning boat trip on the River Bure and a visit to a remote Roman fort.  There should be some free time to  enjoy this traditional seaside resort with  its two piers and many attractions.  There will be some walking involved in the programme but nothing too strenuous.
The programme and price have not yet been finalised but you can phone
Sandra Walster on 07561 371051 for any inquiries. 

………………………………….

Next is a report by Mary Gould, guide to her daughter Simmie, on the Study break in Nottingham organised by Eleri Lewis and Hilary Unwin.
Add-venture in Learning 15th – 19th September 2025
It was great to meet up with Add-Venture friends.  The hotel we stayed at was really good with all amenities including a swimming pool.
Chris Weir gave a very comprehensive talk after dinner.  It was obvious that Nottingham is an amazing city, steeped in history, from a Castle, lace making, hosiery, cigarettes, bicycles, Jessops and Boots.
Off to the castle the next day, with a walk past some wonderful old houses on the way.  The stand out Gallery for Simmie and I was “The Forest” with some magical installations, in glass, animation and music.  Later we walked down past the oldest Pub in England. Called “Ye old trip to Jerusalem,” basically a cave set at the foot of the cliff.  As were the very old delightful cottages in the “Brewhouse Yard” which were originally on the banks of the river Lean.
That same afternoon we squeezed into “Seeing Solutions,” a little shop down an alley.  Apparently, the only shop dedicated to severe visual impairment.  Alex (owner) was so keen and positive about gadgets, including the META specs – a must for all!
After dinner, David Speed came to talk about Robin Hood, focusing on the abuse by which the peasants were very harshly treated.  They had their Sherwood Forest snatched away with punishments meted out for poaching and wood gathering and Robin Hood represented a force in their favour.  Halfway through the speech, David’s wife sang the song from the Robin Hood film – smashing.
Wednesday was so different.  We went to Nottingham’s famous Motorpoint Arena which was amazing! As soon as we arrived into the darkness, we were dazzled by an ice hockey practice match.  Simmie could hear the slicing and cracking of sticks on pucks which she later had an opportunity to feel when we had a talk from the Canadian coach.  Then a 30-minute chance to skate on an empty rink!  They were determined that we enjoyed our visit.
The Wind Mill was a lovely thing to visit, enriched by hearing about George Green, the owner, a Victorian mathematician of genius, hardly heard of for many years.  We made muffins too, which was wonderfully mindless.
Thursday, we went to the Justice Museum and straight down into the prison.  We saw the conditions people were kept in and even executed.  It was grim and sad too.  The prison was closed in 1860.  By contrast the courthouse theatricals were so funny.  (They took an actual court case of a murdered farmer.)  The accused and the 3 witnesses were selected from the audience.  Later, we went into the city of caves for which Nottingham is famed, being built on sandstone.  These caves have been used for the Tannery  industry, public house stores and air raid shelters.  It was particularly pleasing for me because Sim heard every word from the guide.
Our last lecture was all about Jesse Boots, the chemist, starting in a tiny shop, selling herbs for healing.  I had no idea he and his wife were such clever and compassionate people.
All in all, it was an extremely interesting week, put together skilfully by Elerie and Hilary.  Thank you for all the hard work; it can’t have been easy. 
………………………………….

We will be having the Add-venture AGM on Monday 10th  November 2025.  It will be held on ZOOM and a separate invitation will be sent out to members with the appropriate signing-in instructions.





TO BOOK ON A STUDY BREAK

To book on any of our Study Breaks please phone or text Isobell Phillips on 07731 867931 or email phillipsisobell@yahoo.ie. 

A £50 non-refundable deposit is required at the time of booking and full 
payment must be made 6 weeks prior to the Study Break (unless stated otherwise).
Cheques should be made payable to Add-venture in Learning and sent to Isobell Phillips at
2 Holly Drive
Pen-y-ffordd
CHESTER CH4 0NE.

OR payment by BACS to Lloyds Bank, sort code 30-00-01 account number 02904643 with a reference stating the Study Break concerned.  Please let Isobell know that you are paying by BACS. 
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